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Abstract 

POSTDATA is a 5 year's European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant Project that started in 
May 2016 and is hosted by the Universidad Nacional de Educación a Distancia (UNED), Madrid, 

Spain. The context of the project is the corpora of European Poetry (EP), with a special focus on 

poetic materials from different languages and literary traditions. POSTDATA aims to offer a 
standardized model in the philological field and a metadata application profile (MAP) for EP in 

order to build a common classification of all these poetic materials. The information of Spanish, 

Italian and French repertoires will be published in the Linked Open Data (LOD) ecosystem. Later 

we expect to extend the model to include additional corpora. 
There are a number of Web Based Information Systems in Europe with repertoires of poems 

available to human consumption but not in an appropriate condition to be accessible and reusable 

by the Semantic Web. These systems are not interoperable; they are in fact locked in their 
databases and proprietary software, not suitable to be linked in the Semantic Web. 

A way to make this data interoperable is to develop a MAP in order to be able to publish this data 

available in the LOD ecosystem, and also to publish new data that will be created and modeled 
based on this MAP. To create a common data model for EP is not simple since the existent data 

models are based on conceptualizations and terminology belonging to their own poetical 

traditions and each tradition has developed an idiosyncratic analytical terminology in a different 

and independent way for years. The result of this uncoordinated evolution is a set of varied 
terminologies to explain analogous metrical phenomena through the different poetic systems 

whose correspondences have been hardly studied – see examples in González-Blanco & 

Rodríguez (2014a and b). This work has to be done by domain experts before the modeling 
actually starts. On the other hand, the development of a MAP is a complex task though it is 

imperative to follow a method for this development. The last years Curado Malta & Baptista 

(2012, 2013a, 2013b) have been studying the development of MAP's in a Design Science 

Research (DSR) methodological process in order to define a method for the development of 
MAPs (see Curado Malta (2014)). The output of this DSR process was a first version of a method 

for the development of Metadata Application Profiles (Me4MAP) (paper to be published). The 

DSR process is now in the validation phase of the Relevance Cycle to validate Me4MAP (for 
more information and detail on DSR see Hevner (2007)). The development of this MAP for 

poetry will follow the guidelines of Me4MAP and this development will be used to do the 

validation of Me4MAP. 
The final goal of the POSTDATA project is: i) to be able to publish all the data locked in the WIS, 

in LOD, where any agent interested will be able to build applications over the data in order to 

serve final users; ii) to build a Web platform where: a) researchers, students and other final users 

interested in EP will be able to access poems (and their analyses) of all databases; b) researchers, 
students and other final users will be able to upload poems, the digitalized images of manuscripts, 

and fill in the information concerning the analysis of the poem, collaboratively contributing to a 

LOD dataset of poetry. 
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